KING CHARLES I	8l
unity and forfeited popular esteem. " Evil counsellors " might even make a party if they were not quickly despatched. All these considerations prompted Pym and his allies towards the destruction of one man, StrafFord, the prince of evil counsellor the only strong brain and will devoted to the King, the former leader of the House of Commons, who might yet regain its favour, if given time. Though his ruin was already decided, it was with alarm that his enemies heard he was in London, a week after the opening of Parliament. They had hoped for several weeks to prepare his impeachment, but now that he was already with the King a rumour spread that he meant to forestall them in the charge of high treason. On November n, the day after his arrival, a secret messenger from the Commons came to him at Whitehall with the news that a committee of Members were on their way to the Lords to demand his arrest. It was no longer possible to attempt a counter-stroke, and Strafford, too proud to fly, and secure in the sense of his own innocence, went at once to face his accusers. He found Pym already on the scene, and was forced to withdraw while lie Lords considered the charge. When he was called in he was made to kneel and hear their decision to send him to the Tower to await his trial for high treason.
The next three months were a busy time for Pym and his friends. They had to draw up the articles of accusation against Strafford, and draw them up in such a way that he could not escape the death-penalty. They also impeached Laud,1
1 But his trial was delayed till the autumn of 1644.   He was executed in January 1645. Fc

